ADMINISTRATION UNDER GOVERNMENT
plete the electoral law, to restore the country to peace and to
carry out the elections.1 A draft law, adapted from the Ottoman
Electoral Law for use in 'Iraq was presented to the High
Commissioner on November yth2 by a Committee composed
of ex-deputies of the Ottoman Chamber and of co-opted
members under the presidency of Saiyid Talib Pasha, set up
according to instructions of the Acting Civil Commissioner,
July gth, igso.3 Both the High Commissioner and the
Council of State gave their early attention to the draft, the
latter referring it to a special Committee which first met on
November 3Oth. The restoration of order, on which the
elections were to depend, was accomplished by February, 19*21.4
Nevertheless, the law was not promulgated until March 4th,
1922,5 nor did the Assembly convene until March 27th, 1924,
although an 'Irdda convoking it had been issued on October
i gth, 1922,® by which time Amir Faisal had been placed on the
throne and the main lines of the government and the principal
questions of policy had been settled. Its deliberations, moreover,
were specifically restricted, both by the 'Irada of 1922 and that
of 1924, to the ratification of three documents to be placed
before it: the Organic La\v or Constitution, the Electoral Law
for a Chamber of Deputies and the Anglo-'Iraq Treaty of 1922.'
The delay was due in part to difficulties incurred in formu-
lating and in putting into operation a law suited to Iraq. One
1	The Nationalists, in this expectation, formed committees and began to
work actively for their candidates during November and December, 1920.
2	Letter, High Commissioner to members of the Electoral Law Committee,
November i2th} 1920: Note on Council of State, pp 5-6; Political Developments
in Meso., pp. lo-n
3	Compilation, 1919-1920, Notification No. 50, p. 101.
4	Historical summary by Sir Percy Cox: Bell, op. cit., pp   528-9.
5	Compilation of Proclamations, Lazes and Regulations, issued betzueen I October,
1920, and 31 December, 1923 (Baghdad, 1924), (hereafter Compilation, 1920-
1923), pp. 34-42
6	'Irada, convoking the Constituent Assembly, October igth, 1922; Compila-
tion, 1920-1923, p. 82.
7	Ibid.; 'Irdda for the Opening of the Constituent Assembly, March 22nd,
1924: Compilation of Laws and Regulations, issued between January ist and
December 3istf 1924 (Baghdad, 1926) (hereafter Compilation, 1924), p. 7*
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